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~ 7KH $PHULFDQ ,QGLDQ /DZ 3URJUDP DW WKH 8¢
GHOLJKWHG WR ZHOFRPH D WHUULILF FRPPXQL
VWXGHQWYV IURP WKH %ODFNIHHW &KHURNH
&RTXLOOH -HPH] 3XHEOR /DNRWD 3RWDZDW|
QDWLRQVY DQG PDQ\ RWKHUV FRPPLWWHG WF
BHRSOHVT /DZ

7RIJHWKHU ZLWK WULEDO OHDGHUV OLQJXLVWYV
EXV\ ZLWK WKH UHFHOW SXEOLFDWLRQ RI 9L\
'dFDGH Rl ,OGLJHQRXV /DQJXDJHV LQ D
RI WK H &RORUDGR (QYLURQPHQWDO

DV ZHOO DV YLVLWV WR WULEDO FRPPXQLWL
DGYRFDF\ DURXQG ODQJXDJH DV D KXPDQ ULJ
/DZ &OLQLF LV GHHSO\ LQYROYHG LQ YRWLQJ
UHVHUYDWLRQV ZKLOH 7KHHPISQWPHKN YW SRR
1IDWLRQDO &RQJUHVV RI $PHULFDQ ,QGLDQV &
DQG 8QLWHG ,QGLDQ 1DWLRQV RI 2NODKRPD DW
<RUN DQG *HQHYD

2Q D VRPEHU QRWH ZHB
IULHQG PH@WQO H DIXG S
&KDUOHV :LONLQVRQ zf'T
VXPPHU +H OHHN)H/DOﬂgﬁim
,QGLDQ ODZ WKH NQRZ
PDNH D GLIIHUHQFH LI
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The Implementation Project at EMRIP

Supporting Indigenous Peoples’ Calls for the U.S. and World Community to Protect
Tribal Treaty Rights, Support Language Revitalization, and Enhance Indigenous Peoples’
Participation at the United Nations

By Emiliano Salazar

The 16th Session of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (the Expert Mechanism or EMRIP) opened
on July 17, 2023, and concluded July 21, 2023. Indigenous Peoples, State representatives, and a number of organizations
gathered to engage in dialogu

chool, and Sue Noe, Senior Staff Attorney

Colorado American Indian Law Program

session. COLT represents the interests of
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official interventions from the floor, met
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The Implementation Project at EMRIP

prioritize Indigenous Peoples’ language
rights, sacred sites protection, and
international repatriation as it rejoins the
United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization this year.
Watch Co-Director Carpenter’s
intervention on UN Web TV here.

Noe made an intervention on behalf of

the Native American Rights Fund and

the National Congress of American

Indians during “ltem 9: Interactive

dialogue with UNPFII, the Special

Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous

Peoples, and the UN Voluntary Fund for

Indigenous Peoples.” Noe highlighted

the need for Indigenous Peoples to have full and effective participation in an upcoming diplomatic conference at the World
Intellectual Property Organization to negotiate a legal instrument on Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources, and
Traditional Knowledge Associated with Genetic Resources. Watch Co-Director Noe’s intervention on UN Web TV here.

The Implementation Project held a side event on July 19, 2023, entitled “Sacred Sites and Human Rights: Implementing the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples’ Articles on Religious Freedoms, Free Prior and Informed Consent,
and Rights to Land & Water.” Panelists were S. James Anaya, Distinguished Professor at the University of Colorado Law
School and Former UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; Hannah McGlade, Member of the UN
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues; Eirik Larsen, Political Advisor to the Sami Parliament in Norway, and
Councilwoman White Pipe. Commenters were newly appointed Chair of EMRIP Sheryl Lightfoot and Vice-Chair Antonina
Gorbunova. The presentations converged around the sacred relationship between Indigenous Peoples and their lands, values
that are inadequately protected by current laws. Panelists discussed the Black Hills, Oak Flat, and Thacker Pass (all in the
United States); Juukan Gorge (Australia); and Fosen (Norway)—places where Indigenous Peoples are advancing a human
rights framework to address the inadequacy of local and national laws.

Kristen Carpenter, who served on EMRIP from 2017-2021, was recognized during “Item 6: Country Engagement” for work
completed during her time as Chair of the Mechanism. During this time, EMRIP assisted the Yaqui People, a cross-border
Indigenous nation from the U.S. and Mexico, in their claim to repatriate a ceremonial deer head known as the Maaso Kova
from Sweden. As EMRIP’s chair, Carpenter facilitated dialogue among Sweden and the Yaqui, leading to a 2020 agreement
and the ultimate repatriation in 2023. The Yaqui-Sweden matter was hailed as a standard for EMRIP country engagements,
which aim to give practical effect to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

This session also com
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AILP Course Offerings
Fall 2023 — Spring 2024
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Hannah Ahders (Coquille) - President
Hannah Interned at
Colorado Supreme
Court this summer.
She enjoyed learning
about the judicial
system from the
perspective of
Supreme Court
justices and clerks.
She is looking

forward to taking American Indian law classes

and serving the NALSA student body.

Jenny Jones (Amskapi Piikani/Blackfeet Nation)
— Vice President
Jenny interned with an
environmental nonprofit,
focusing on clean energy
policy as well as improving
equity in the legislative and
policy-making processes. The
highlight of her summer was
traveling with her kids back to
their reservation for the
annual powwow, for the first time since before the
pandemic.

Josh Bertalotto (Tunica-Biloxi) -Treasurer
Josh spent the summer as a
summer associate with
Peebles Kidder, a mid-
sized law firm with offices
throughout the U.S. which
focused solely on serving
Tribal Nations. His favorite
part of the summer was
visiting the Federal District
Court for the Eastern District of California and
witnessing his first hearing in-person and seeing
how the interests of Tribal Nations are argued in the
federal court system.

Taylor Courchaine — Secretary

Taylor interned with
Judge Harris at the
Colorado Court of
Appeals this summer.
His favorite part was
watching trials, he
enjoyed seeing how
Judges handle the
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In Memoriam: Remembering Professor

Charles Wilkinson

As a prolific writer, Wilkinson authored fourteen books, which stand as seminal works that shaped the fields of Indian Law
and Federal Public Land Law. These include highly regarded casebooks and general audience books, including Crossing
the Next Meridian, that tackled pressing issues related to land, water, the West, Indigenous rights, and the complex histories
that shape our nation. His writings, marked by their clarity and profound insights, resonated with scholars, practitioners,
and the general public, making him an influential voice in legal and environmental discourse. He was an early thought leader
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