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of assigning poor achievers to special places where they receive bad instruc-
tion is analogous to sending debtors to prison in Victorian England. The only
comforting thought in the face of this dismal picture is to realize that millions
of public school children are failing because of, not in spite of, the concerted
effort vested in special programs. The prospects for the future would be much

grimmer if the evidence suggested that the educational system had already
made its best effort.

SUMMARY: NEW THEORIES AND NEW PRACTICES

When Binet first invented the idea of mental measurement, he worried
that teachers would find it “an excellent opportunity for getting rid of all
children who trouble us” (Binet & Simon, 1905/1973, quoted in Brown et
al., in press, p. 19). As noted by Brown et al. (in press), Binet foresaw the
reification of ‘individual’s scores and the development of self-fulfilling pro-
phesies: “It is really too easy to discover signs of backwardness in an individ-
ual when one is forewarned” (Binet & Simon, 1905/1973, p. 170). The sort-
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crying against the injustice and false science of these practices, it has only
been in recent decades that a major shift has occurred in the research com-
munity away from the conceptual frameworks that had given support to in-
jurious practices such as tracking and watered-down instruction for slow
learners.

The alternatives to current practices are the substance of this volume on
literacy for a diverse society. Although the authors do not come from pre-
cicelv the same discinlinarv and research nersnectives thev share common


















