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The Research “Story”

veal she had decided upon four possible re- Although the nature of Kristin’s questions in-
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Language Arts

Clearly, although the book was informative, it to read, write, talk, observe, and then read and
did not supply Knstm w1th the spec1ﬁc type of in-  write some more as it was relevant to explormg
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would later discover in our conversations with more about. Even having encountered many
her at the conclusion of her research she re- stumbling blocks, Kristin was encouraged during
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The interview helped me the most because you're fortable medium of expression and communica-
right there and she (the bank manager) can tell you  tion for them. Often during group discussions and

1 —

. — = :




Language Arts

The Research Story: Combining How We Learn a result, subsequent conversations with both her
with What We Learn and the group focused on helping them under-
stand how a research story might be similar to a
more traditional story with characters, a begin-
ning, middle, and an end. Interestingly, Kristin
decided to write her research story in the third
person, placing herself as the main character in

Since we were aware that writing had proven
useful for Kristin throughout her research, we in-
vited her to present to the class the written story
of both what she had learned about banking and
how she actually had gone about the process of

acquiring this knowledge. In preparation for her her paper.
presentation, we asked that Kristin begin thinking Once there was this girl and at the age of five she
) about how she might tell the story of how her started learning more around her like: job's, people,
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The Research “Story”

Mr. M: Now that you had a chance to go behind the  their own topical inquiries and searches for infor-
desk during the interview, what surprised you, of  mation. As Kristin explained:

what didn’t you expect?

Kristin: [ thought all of them had old ugly com- If someone had never done one (a research project),
puters, but they had these real nice computers we can write it down and sort of teach them and it
and they had their own vaults and they sell trav- would be easier if everyone could read what I
eler's checks. | noticed the cameras during the said—what I did. . . . I wrote about what I did learn

and didn’t learn and how scared I was. . . . 1[I

interview, and I asked her what it was for, and
wanted to do more research next year or sometime,

she said she takes pictures of whoever looks
funny. I can look back and get some ideas from what |

Mr. M: Why didn’t you put the part about the cam- wrote.
eras and alarm button in your story? ) . e
i . 11 is evident from Kristin's comments that she
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The Research “Story”

make meaning during this project provided them Freire, P. (1982). Education for critical consciousness.
with an opportunity they might not have received New York: Continuum Publishing Corporation.

in a traditional classroom setting where a com- Gage, J. (1986). Why write? In D, Bartholomae & A.
pleted “‘report”” may be the sole basis upon Petrosky (Eds.), The teaching of writing (pp. 1-29).

. .. i : National Society for th a-
which learning is assessed. On one level, the re- gcr::fago ational Society for the Study of Educa

search stories that Kristin and her peers created Giroux, H. A. (1988). Teachers as intellectuals: To-

provided the basis for reflection and learning ward a critical pedagogy of learning. Granby, MA:

about the process through which they came to Bergin & Garvey Publishers, Inc.

know. This process has frequently gone un- Kennedy, M. L. (1985). The compasing processes of

noticed in classroom research projects. However, college students writing from sources. Written Com-
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