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Update: COVID-19 conditions and the start of the spring 2021 semester 
 
Campus leade rs hip is clo se ly mo nito ring the co urse of the pandem ic. The epidem io lo gic al mo de ls are 
sho w ing that the curre nt natio nw ide up sw ing in COVID -19 cases will like ly co nt inue into early January. In 
addit io n, Colorado ’s rece ntly inst it ute d COVID -19 dial  repre s e nt s mo re stage s and metric s of COVID -19 
spread and specifie s mo r e narro w ly what activ it ie s can and can’t take place in a co unt y at each stage.  
 
We kno w that facult y, alo n g with staff, stude nt s, and fam ilie s, need as much adv anc e notic e as possible 
so they can make plans. While cert aint y is nev e r achiev able during a pandem ic, one of the lesso ns we 
hav e learne d in 2020 is the im port anc e of prov iding as much clarit y and co nsi s t e nc y as po ssible. We 
must avo id the whiplas h we have all been feeling this fall sem e ste r. To that end, any decisio n regarding 
inst ruc t io n mo de fo r the start of the spring 2021 semest e r will be made well in adv anc e of t hat start . 
 
At this tim e, no change s in the spring 2021 academ ic cale ndar  are antic ipat e d, regardle s s of whet he r the 
cam pus begins in all- rem ote mo de.  
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remo te/online teaching and learning regardle s s of the situat io n in Boulde r and alo ng the Front 
Range.  

● St aff guide line s fo r sno w day s are unchange d . For more info rm at io n, see the Incle me nt Weat he r 
Guidanc e  page.  

 
Building access, study spaces, and tents 
 

● W it h the shift to rem o te teaching and learning, the cam pus has begun operat ing unde r 
enhanc e d building acce ss pro to co ls, as detaile d in CU Boulde r To day .  

 

https://www.colorado.edu/researchinnovation/2020/11/20/covid-19-update-cu-boulder-research-community
https://www.colorado.edu/libraries/covid-19
https://www.colorado.edu/protect-our-herd/symptoms-testing#monitoring
https://www.colorado.edu/today/2020/11/20/cu-making-saliva-based-pcr-covid-19-tests-available-immediate-family-household-members
https://www.colorado.edu/academicaffairs/sites/default/files/attached-files/academic_instruction_implementation_guidance_edition_7_10.30.20.pdf
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● Instruc t io n mo de s:  
 

o Unle s s publ ic healt h co nditio ns require the entire campus to go remo te, all classes must 
be taught in the inst ruc t io n mo de adv e rt is e d, whet he r in perso n, rem ot e, online, or 
hybrid.  

o Hybrid co urse s are define d mo re narro w ly as eithe r (a) sim ult ane o us ly offe re d in pers o n 
and remo te ly; or (b) follo w ing a co nsist e nt meet ing patt e rn with freque nt and regular 
in -perso n class sessio ns.  
 

● Academ ic cale ndar:  
 

o Classes begin Thursday, Jan. 14. The next day, Friday, Jan. 15, uses Wedne s day meet ing 
patt e rns. The Regist rar is planning a serie s of comm unic at io n and rem in

https://www.colorado.edu/law/academics/calendars-and-schedules
https://ce.colorado.edu/program-landing/fall-2020-changes/#spring_2021_changes
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First-year cohorts 
 
We will co nt inue to dev e lop the co ho rt expe rie nce thro ugh the spring seme ste r. Stude nt s will co nt inue 
to liv e in reside nt ial cluste rs; howev e r, not all stude nts will be taking co urses to ge t he r as part of that 
clust e r. But all of our co lle ge s, scho o ls, and pro gram s are part ne ring with Residenc e Life to offe r co -
curric ular oppo rt unit ie s fo r stude nt s thro ugho ut the spring sem est e r.  
 
Student events, student organizations, and academic organizations 
 
Stude nt Affairs is wo rk ing on incre as ing oppo rt unit ie s fo r stude nt s and stude nt organizat io ns to gathe r 
safe ly in perso n in the spring seme st er, COVID -19 condit io ns perm itt ing. Academic Affairs is work ing on 
paralle l guidanc e to academ ic unit s fo r in -perso n meet ings of academ ic organizat io ns.  
 
Student mental health and wellness support 
 
The univ e rs it y has increas ed its inve stm e nt in ment al healt h and wellne s s suppo rt fo r stude nt s  by $1.8 
millio n since the beginning of the pande m ic, and resourc e s will co nt inue to gro w in spring 2021 and 
bey o nd. Additio nal clinic al serv ice s will be em be dde d in co lle ge s and scho o ls, and Health and Wellne s s 
Serv ic es plans to put a great e r fo cus on prov iding stude nt s of co lo r and othe r histo ric ally 
unde rre pre s e nte d gro ups with acce ss to specially traine d co unse lo rs who are mo re aware of unique 
challe nge s.  
 
Updates: pedagogy support for spring 2021 
 

● T he Center fo r Teaching & Learning  prov ide s co nfide nt ial co nsult at io ns  on a range of to pic s, 
such as creat ing inclus ive syllabi, fost e ring comm unit y on Zo om, and effec t iv e pract ic e s fo r 
creat ing remo t e and online asse ssm e nt s. CTL staff are alw ay s happy to meet with indiv idual 
inst ruc t o rs or to creat e work sho ps tailo re d to a depart m e nt ’s needs.  

● T he CTL websit e feat ure s an ever -gro w ing bo dy of teaching reso urce s  to suppo rt cam pus 
educat o rs.  

● A calendar of spring ev ents , including sem inars  and wo rk sho ps, will be publis he d on the CTL 
websit e in Decem be r. Them e s fo r spring 2021 will be: Assessme nt, Inclusiv ity, Inno v at iv e 
Teaching, Teaching Well with Techno lo gy, and Wellnes s.  
 

Updates: classroom technology support for spring 2021 
 
Request a Technology Copilot to facilitate remote student participation in hybrid classes 
 
OIT is happy to anno unc e that The Techno lo gy Co pilo ts pro gram has been funde d again fo r the spring 
2021 semest e r. Techno lo gy Co pilot s help inst ruc to rs set up Z o om befo re class begins and assist with 
Zo om during class. They engage with, and repre se nt, remo t e stude nts in class activ it ie s like discus s io ns, 
quest io ns and breako ut sessio ns. They also help the inst ruc t or notic e and repo rt technic al diffic ult ie s, 
and t hey adv ise the inst ruct o r on ho w to share type s of co nt e nt (music, video, equat io ns, etc.) with in -
perso n and remo te stude nts sim ult ane o us ly. This partne rs hip allo ws the inst ruc to r to fo cus on teaching. 
Consult the OIT  websit e to l earn mo re abo ut the pro gram o r  reque s t a Techno lo gy Co pilo t or 
Techno lo gy Co pilo t training fo r yo ur teaching assist ant or learning assist ant.  
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Canvas and Zoom integration will offer convenience for remote teaching 
 
St art ing Dec . 22, both instruc t o rs and stude nt s will be able to acce ss Zoo m dire c t ly from Canvas’s 
nav igat io n bar. Stude nt s will be able to easily find Zoom meet ing link s create d by their inst ruct o rs fro m 
within Canvas by click in g Zo om in the nav bar or fro m their Canvas cale ndars. Instruc t o rs will be able to 
effic ie nt ly perfo rm mo st Zoo m funct io ns fro m inside Canvas including sche duling meet ings, view ing 
upco m ing meet ings, acce ssing clo ud reco rdings and othe r Zoom funct io ns. Instr uc t o rs will also be able 
to acce ss an atte ndanc e repo rt fo r any Zo om meet ing sche dule d within the co urse. Watch fo r mo re 
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